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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. | 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin di , ab , stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, 
etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. 
Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 


Che “Our Father’ 
A beautiful book with 
10 colored pictures. 


The pictures (in full 
color) are five inches high. | 
Lovely verses explain the 
Lord’s Prayer for children. 
The ideal gift for any child. { 
Price 15 cts. 2 for 25 cts. 
Address: Catechetical Guild 
551 University Ave., | 
St. Paul, Minn. | 

















For Your First Friday Devotions | 
Do you wish to observe the First Fridays in the proper manner? 
Turn to the SPIRIT OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. This is a neat devo- 
tional book, containing a meditation for each of the First Fridays of 
the year, besides specially appealing devotions to the Sacred Heart, and 
the features of an ordinary prayer-book. Single copy, red edge, 50¢. 
Address: Rev. I. Schoenherr, O.F.M., 135 West 3ist St., New York City. 
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Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
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Premiums for 


New Subscriptions 
suitable for 


Christmas Gifts 





“OO” 
SET OF S a special premium for ONE new subscription 
GREETING to “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” we offer a box 
CARDS of 12 artistic Christmas cards of assorted designs, 


with envelopes to match. These greeting cards 
portray the true spirit of Christmas — that of joy and gratitude at the 
birth of the Infant Savior. Some of the designs are in brilliant colors 
with gold lettering; others, in soft pastel shades. All are truly devo- 
tional and artistic and worthy to convey your Christmas greetings. 





Little Devotions to the Holy Two 64-page booklets with delight- 


Infant Jesus & Devotion ful and inspiring devotions to the 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague Holy Infant, especially suited to 
(For ONE new subscription) the .Christmas season. 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little This charming prayer-book is a 
Children favorite with children of all ages. 
It contains two Mass devotions, 
prayers for confession and Com- 
munion, the Stations, litanies, de- 
votions for Benediction, 8 visits to 
3 new Durable cloth binding, the Blessed Sacrament, with prac- 
subscr. black, white, blue or rose. tical examples from the lives of 
saints, and 28 beautiful devotion- 
4 new Black American Seal inspiring pictures. Will make a 
subscr. leather or white imita- most acceptable Christmas gift for 
tion leather binding. any Catholic boy or girl. 


2 new Fiexible cloth binding, 
subscr. black, white, blue, rose 
or red. 





Sacred Heart Shield of French gray metal. A bust figure of our Lord, 
with rays surrounding His Sacred Heart, stands out in relief on a 
circular medallion, around which are the words: I will bless every 
place where a picture of My Heart shall be exposed and honored. 
Mounted in a neat folder in which are printed the promises of the 
Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary, and various ejaculations. 

(For TWO new subscriptions.) 





Oxidized Medallion of the Sacred Heart or of the Blessed Virgin, 
mounted on plaque of genuine Algerian onyx, with easel to stand. 
(Either one for THREE; both for SIX new subscriptions.) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





HAIL, MARY! PURE, STAINLESS, IMMACULATE! 

















‘Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of 
the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 30 December, 1934 No. 8 








Ave, Immaculata! 





ECEMBER 8, 1854 was the day when St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome reverberated with the thunderous applause of 
nearly one hundred thousand faithful, as, mingled 
with the silvery tones of the bugles, the words “Vive, 
Maria! Ave, Immaculata!” resounded through the 
world’s largest church. The joyous chorus was caught 
up and re-echoed round the world by four hundred 
million Catholics, who rejoiced to see the day on which the dogma 

of Mary’s Immaculate Conception was proclaimed. And can we doubt 

that the praise of the angelic spirits, far sweeter and more joyous than 
any tones of earth, rang through the celestial realms and surged up 
in a grand concordant melody before the Queen of Heaven: “Ave! 

Ave! Ave, Maria Immaculata!” Thus the supreme Head of Chris- 

tianity drew aside the veil which had hitherto covered the full glory 

of the Queen of heaven and now her immaculate beauty sheds forth 
its beams over the whole world. Truly, Mary has been raised so near 
to God, and has been given an exaltation as high as can possibly be 
participated in by a created nature; for this reason neither the tongues 
of angels nor of men can worthily praise her. 

On December 8, 1934, it is just eighty years since this pean of 
praise resounded through the heavens and the earth in honor of Mary, 
conceived without sin. 











228 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The a Belief in the Immaculate Conception 





* Conception, we must open the first pages of Holy Writ. 
* There we learn the command given by the Almighty 
Creator to Adam and Eve, our first parents. It was a 
command not to eat of the fruit of one single tree in 
the beautiful garden of paradise. Then the voice of 
the serpent was heard, promising Eve that she would 
become like God in knowledge if she would eat of this forbidden fruit. 
It was a temptation to pride, that sin by which the fallen angel, 
concealed under the venomous form of that serpent, had lost heaven, 
and it led to disobedience, revolt against the command of God. The 
history of the human race, written in sorrow, blood and death, is the 
consequence of the fall of Adam and Eve. They ate and were driven 
from the garden of paradise, sentenced to bring forth their children 
in pain and to cultivate the soil and produce their daily bread by the 
sweat of their brow. 

Not only their own souls, but the soul of every descendant of 
theirs, is marked by the stain of that sin, original sin: every descendant 
but one, for already in the councils of the Trinity it was decreed that 
the Second Divine Person, the Son of God, was to save the human race 
from eternal perdition, from the fate of the proud, disobedient, re- 
bellious angels. This Son was to choose a mother: He had chosen 
her in the secrets of eternity and had ordained that she should never 
be stained by the sin of Adam. God had the power to preserve pure, 
stainless, immaculate, her from whom He was in time to take His 
human flesh. 

By Adam and Eve, disconsolate as they were driven from the 
Garden of Eden by the angel of justice with his flaming sword, the 
voice of the Most High was heard, and there shone before them a 
luminous sign, a sign of hope and mercy: a virgin holding a child, 
. the promised one, whose foot was to crush the head of the serpent. 
“T will put enmities between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her 
seed: she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for ‘her 
heel” (Gen. iii. 15). 

Ages passed, and the time of man’s redemption was at hand. 
Tradition tells us that Mary was sent, like Samuel to the pious Ann 
in the Old Testament, as the fruit of long years of prayer and 
sterility. We do not believe that the Blessed Virgin Mary was miracu- 
lously conceived; she had a real father and a real mother, their names, 
according to tradition, being St. Joachim and St. Ann. But we do 
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believe that she was immaculately conceived; that is, from the very 
first moment of her conception, her pure soul was never sullied by the 
breath or stain of original sin. Catholics may not call into doubt the 
literal meaning of Genesis with regard to the original happiness of 
our first parents, the command given by God to test their obedience, 
their disobedience to the command at the instigation of the devil, and 
the loss of their primitive state of innocence. If these facts are ad- 
mitted, there is no strict obligation imposed of accepting all the minute 
details of their setting. 

Again, a heavenly revelation attests to the sinlessness, stainlessness 
and perfect immaculateness of the Blessed Virgin Mary when the 
Holy Trinity deputed the Archangel Gabriel to address her: “Hail, 
full of grace! The Lord is with thee!” —“Full of grace!” The 
primary meaning of this salutation is to make known to earth the 
spotlessness of Mary’s soul. The greeting is a foundation for the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception. This privilege, voiced by a 
celestial messenger, was always held by the early Christians and an 
imposing number of saints, doctors, teachers, popes, kings and faithful 
throughout the ages. It was this privilege, claimed for Mary by the 
Catholic Church, that was decreed a dogma of faith amidst unspeakable 
rejoicing and incomparable solemnity on December 8, 1854. 





The Light of the World 





yb HE world was plunged in darkness through the sin of our first parents. 

Man had forfeited his friendship with God and the gates of heaven were 
closed against him until the promised Redeemer should come to remove the 
dreadful curse of sin. For four thousand years the just of the Old Law had 
sighed and pleaded for the coming of this Redeemer, and lo! one bleak winter's 
night the brightness of heaven streamed upon the hills of Judea and flooded a 
barren cave just outside Bethlehem’s walls. On a bed of straw a tiny Babe, 
wrapped in light, stretched heavenward His tender hands and uttered a feeble 
wail —the first plea of the Messiah for man’s salvation. 

As we commemorate this joyful event each year, how ‘our hearts thrill 
with love and gratitude toward our gracious Redeemer, who came into this 
world in so humble a guise. A pleasing and symbolic means of expressing our 
grateful love is to have candles burned before the Blessed Sacrament, the ‘“Eu- 
charistic crib” of the Divine Babe, who from the frail white Host smiles upon 
us as He smiled upon Mary and Joseph and the humble shepherds in the 
wind-swept cave of Bethlehem. 

For an alms of 50 cts., a large wax candle will be burned for a day and a 
night according to your intention before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in our Adoration Chapel; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








230 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Belief in the Immaculate Conception 
through the Ages 





ANY quotations might be cited from the holy fathers 
to prove that the Cyrils, the Ephrems, the Gregorys, 
the Chrysostoms, and the Basils, taught to the 
Christians of the fourth century the same doctrine 
on devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary as the prel- 
ates of the Catholic Church preach to their flocks 
in the twentieth. What thanksgiving we owe to God, 
and what boundless thanks to Mary, for the faith of our forefathers, 
which today, after nirieteen hundred years, we profess as pure and 
holy as it fell from the Divine lips of Jesus Christ Himself. 

Origen calls Mary the “Immaculate of the immaculate,” and else- 
where he says: “She was not touched by the breath of the venomous 
serpent.” 

St. Amphilochius, Bishop of Ionia in the second century, says that 
“God formed the Blessed Virgin Mary without spot and without sin.” 

St. Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamis in Cyprus, in the fourth cen- 
tury, tells the faith of the Church regarding the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
in Cyprus, Egypt and Palestine, in his writing “De laudibus Virginis:” 
“With the exception of God, Mary is greater than all others; by 
nature she is more beautiful than even the cherubim and seraphim and 
all the hosts of angels; she is the immaculate one (sheep) which 
brought forth the Lamb, Christ!” 

St. Ephrem, the glory of the Syrian Church (+ 378), calls Mary 
“the immaculate and unstained, the uncorrupted and entirely pure, 
who was far removed from all filth and every stain of sin.” 

St. Cyril’ of Alexandria, who flourished in the fourth century, 
writes: “With the exception of Him who was born of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and with the exception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
‘by whom the God-man was brought forth into this world, we are all 
born in original sin and with this terrible blindness come into this 
world.” : 

St. John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, the light, the 
glory and the defender of the Church in the fourth century, writes 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary thus: “The Blessed Virgin was a great 
miracle. She alone exceeds in greatness the heavens and the earth. 
Who could be more holy than the Blessed Virgin? Not the prophets, 
not the seraphim, not the cherubim... She is a virgin and the 
Mother of God.” 
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The early Latin fathers, as well as the Greek fathers above quoted, 
write of the stainlessness and the greatness of the holy Mother of God:— 
St. Augustine, one of 
the greatest, if not the very 
greatest human intellect 
that the Almighty has 
created (born 354), says: 
“All have sinned except 
the holy Virgin Mary, 
concerning whom, for the 
honor of the Lord, I wish 
no question to be raised 
at all when we are treat- 
ing of sin.” 

St. Ambrose (born in 
340) Bishop of Milan, to 
whose eloquence, under 
God, St. Augustine owed 
his conversion, says of 
Our Blessed Lady: “This 
is the rod on which there 
is neither the knot of orig- 
inal sin nor the bark of 
actual sin.” 

St. Jerome (born in 
340) describes Mary as 
“the cloud which was 
never in darkness, but al- 
ways in the light.” 

St. John Damascene, 





Hail Mary, who by a special application born at Damascus at the 
f i t d f. Il stai: 
of saving wie mate Baier rom all stain lies OE Ws eee " 


tury, exclaims, in love of 
Mary: “The serpent had no entrance into this paradise.” 

St. Peter Damian (1007), Cardinal Bishop of Ostia, writes: “The 
flesh of the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken from Adam, it is true, 
but she did not inherit the stain of Adam.” : 

The writings of the English fathers also give abundant proof of 
the love of the Anglo-Saxons for Mary Immaculate:— — 

St. Anselm (1399), Archbishop of Canterbury, writes: “It was 
proper that the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom God had destined to be 
the Mother of His Only-begotten Son, should be resplendent with such 
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purity that, after God, there could. be none imagined greater.” 

One need but read the ancient “Litany of the Blessed Virgin” in 
the Leabhar Breac, to be convinced that from the earliest period of 
Christianity, Ireland, too, cherished a most tender and holy devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. This litany contains fifty-nine invocations, 
some of which are: “O Mother of eternal glory! O purity of virgins! 
O cleansing from sins! O destruction of Eve’s disgrace! O chief of 
virgins! O enclosed garden! O gloriously-locked fountain! O per- 
petual Virgin!” This litany, with all the vividness of Oriental im- 
agery, was so esteemed by Pope Pius IX that he granted an indulgence 
of 100 days to all who piously recite it. 

St. Benedict (480), with many other Italian saints, gave evidence 
of his belief in the Immaculate Conception. He says: “Our Lady was 
full of grace in her sanctity, and it is this, grace which preserved her 
from the corruption of original sin.” 

Germany, France and Spain have all had many defenders of the 
Immaculate Conception. It was the earnest petitions and the eloquent 
voices from every land and nation which implored the Sovereign 
Pontiff to declare as a dogma of faith the sinlessness of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Pope Pius IX was the Vicar of Christ chosen for this 
privilege, and amid the grand concourse of fifty-four cardinals, forty- 
two archbishops, hundreds of bishops and prelates, thousands of priests 
and many thousands of the laity, the dogma was declared on December 
8, 1854. 





The Land of the Immaculate Conception 





ELIEF in the Immaculate Conception has been identified with the 
B Spanish people from the earliest times. This prerogative of Mary 
has been preached by Spanish prelates, propagated by Spanish 
sovereigns and venerated by the Spanish people for many centuries. 
One of the most zealous of Spain’s defenders of the Immaculate Con- 
ception was the great Benedictine, St. Ildephonse, Archbishop of Toledo 
(+ 667). He was once favored by an apparition of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary who, in reward for his fervor in preaching devotion to her Im- 
maculate Conception, bestowed upon him a heavenly robe. This chasuble 
is still preserved in the Cathedral of Toledo. 

King Philip IV of Spain (4 1314) experienced no greater joy 
than when his children lisped for the first time the sacred words: ‘‘Holy 
Mary, conceived without sin!’’ ‘My beloved children,” the king would 
exclaim, “I, too, believe this truth.’””’ The same monarch made a pil- 
grimage on foot to beseech the Holy Father to declare as an article of 
faith the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. His wish was not 
granted at the time, but it helped to hasten the glorious day of Dec. 8, 
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1854, when heaven and earth were rejoiced by the declaration of this 
dogma to the honor of Mary Immaculate. 

The veneration of the Spanish monarchs for the Immaculate Con- 
ception was typical of the love with which the entire Spanish people 
regarded this mystery. Even to this day, every genuine Spaniard, 
on entering a home at eventide, will greet the dwellers with the words: 
“Ave Maria purissima! — Hail, Mary most pure!’’ The answer given 
by the person saluted is “Sine peccado concebida —- Who was conceived 
without sin.’’ With the same greeting the people salute each other 
on visits. Formerly when the serenos, or night watchman, would raise 
his voice to announce the hour, he would begin with the words: “Ave, 
Maria purissima!’’ The preacher began his discourse with the ejacula- 
tion: ‘Praised and blessed be the most holy Sacrament of the Altar 
and the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.” When 
the penitent entered the confessional, his first words to the priest were: 
“I greet thee, Mary most pure!” to which the priest answered: ‘“‘Who 
was conceived without stain of original sin.” The needy, knocking at 
the door for his daily bread, would, pleading for an alms, say: “I greet 
thee, Mary most pure!’”’ And while bestowing the charitable alms, the 
giver would reply: ‘‘Who was conceived without sin!’”’ Over doors of 
many a house are still to be read the words: “Let no one pass over 
this threshold who does not declare on his life that Mary was conceived 
without stain of original sin.” 





The Artist of the Immaculate Conception 





F SPAIN is called the “Land of the Immaculate Conception,” Seville 
may fittingly be styled the “City of the Immaculate Virgin.’”’ As 
early as 1400, a picture of the Immaculate Conception adorned the 

entrance to the royal palace. .In 1904, when the Golden Jubilee was 
proclaimed by Pius X in thanksgiving for the declaration of this dogma, 
ten thousand children in Seville were consecrated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, “the Virgin and Queen.” 

Bartolome Esteban Murillo, the immortal Spanish artist, has also 
contributed toward making Seville the ‘‘City of the Immaculate Virgin.’’ 
His pre-eminence as, superlatively, the artist of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, seems to have been foreshadowed in the circumstances of his 
birth. In that very year, 1617, the dogma of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion was solemnly proclaimed for Spain, amid splendid celebrations 
which took place in Murillo’s native city, Seville, only a few months 
before the future artist was born. x 

When Bartolome was only ten years old, both his parents died 
during an epidemic, leaving the boy in the care of an uncle. He ex- 
hibited an extraordinary talent for drawing and painting, and was 
apprenticed to an artist, in whose studio he performed menial tasks, 
receiving, in return, instructions in his beloved art. Later, to support 
himself and his sister, he painted pictures on coarse cloth and sold 
them in the market in Seville. With the money realized from the sale 
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of these sketches, the youthful artist was able to spend three years in 
Madrid studying the works of the great masters, and on his return to 
Seville became a pupil of the great Velasquez. 

Eleven pictures painted in the Franciscan Convent in Seville first 
brought fame to Murillo. He devoted himself almost exclusively to 
religious subjects, and with the exception of a few portraits, not one 
profane picture of his is known to exist. As the Immaculate Conception 
was the favorite picture of the Sevillians, so it was the image of pre- 
dilection which Murillo loved to paint. He left to the world no fewer 
than twenty pictures of the Immaculate Conception from his master 
brush, never repeating himself or wearying of representing this be- 
loved theme. 

One of the most noted of these pictures (that which forms the 
frontispiece of this issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory’) may be seen 
today in the Louvre in Paris, where it is the object of admiration of 
numberless connoisseurs of art who annually visit this famous gallery. 
The pictorial treatment of the subject had long been transmitted in its 
main outlines by a vision said to have been vouchsafed to a Franciscan 
in the 16th century, and a hundred examples of it are found among 
earlier painters. The mere theological dogma of the Immaculate Con- 
ception — exemption from the taint of original sin — necessarily eludes 
all material representation. The artist therefore chose as an equivalent 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. Her glorious body is suspended 
in the air, exempt from all the laws of gravitation. The expression on 
the Virgin’s upturned face is truly sublime. The painting of these 
numerous portraits of the Blessed Virgin did not exhaust the painter’s 
enthusiasm or his power of expressing his love for Mary Immaculate. 

Murillo has left to posterity not only his masterpieces of art, but, 
what is still more precious, the inspiration of a pure life and a noble 
and kindly character, illuminated with deep religious fervor. Two of 
this children entered the religious life. He died at the age of sixty-five 
years, as the result of a fall from a scaffold when he was painting one 
of a series of five pictures for the Capuchin Friars in Cadiz. An 
anonymous writer pays him this beautiful tribute, which contains for 
us also a consoling thought: — 


O blest Murillo, what a task was thine, 
That Mother to portray whose beauty mild 
Combined earth's comeliness with grace Divine, — 
To whom our God and Savior as a child 
Was subject— upon whom so oft He smiled! 
Yet not less happy also is my part, 
For I, though in a world by sin defiled, 
Though lacking genius and unskilled in art, 
May paint that blessed likeness in a contrite heart. 


CFB do PED) 
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The Blessed Sacrament and the Immaculate 
Conception 





AUDES et gratiae sint omni momento sanctissimo ac 
divinissimo Sacramento —et benedicta sit sancta, 
immaculata et purissima Conceptio Beatae Virginis 
Mariae Matris Dei.— Praise and thanks at every 
moment be to the most holy and Divine Sacrament — 
and blessed be the holy, immaculate and most pure 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God.” How often is this ejaculation in the hearts 

and on the lips of lovers of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament and 

clients of the Immaculate Virgin Mary! 

It is an historical fact that the Immaculate Conception and the 
Holy Eucharist, the praise of the first and the adoration of the latter, 
have always been combined in the Church; together they have unfolded 
with increasing beauty. In the beginning both were kept hidden. 
None of the ancient creeds makes mention of them’and yet from the 
earliest times they were believed and revered in the Church, as today. 
Proof of this are the writings of the Fathers of the Church. And the 
most remarkable thing about it is that those who wrote so beautifully 
about the Blessed Sacrament also most staunchly defended and most 
enthusiastically praised the Immaculate Conception. We shall men- 
tion only one among the many. St. Ephrem, Deacon of Edessa in the 
fourth century, one of the most ardent venerators of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, was at the same time most fervent in his praise of the pure and 
immaculate Virgin Mother of God. It is impossible to read his ad- 
mirable discourses without becoming inflamed with love for Mary, 
the most pure, the immaculate. He writes: “Most holy Queen, Mother 
of God, alone all pure of soul and body...immaculate robe of Him 
who is surrounded with light as with a garment...” The other Greek 
and Latin Fathers write in a similar manner, as we have seen, giving 
proof sufficient that these two mysteries so wonderfully analogous were 
venerated together in the Church from the beginning. 

When Holy Church, at the close of the bloody persecutions, could 
expand its religious life more fully, the devotion to the Most Holy 
Eucharist and to the Immaculate Conception developed most gloriously. 
Popes Sixtus IV, Pius V, Alexander VII, and Gregory XVI encouraged 
the faithful to honor the mystery of the Immaculate Conception by 
granting indulgences, forbidding controversies and professing their 
veneration for Mary conceived without sin. During the reign of King 
Philip III of Spain (++ 1285), the following prayer was introduced 
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into his court and promulgated throughout the entire kingdom by a 
Franciscan Father: “Praised be the Most Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar and the Immaculate Conception of Mary, who is ever virgin, 
Mother of God and Our Lady conceived without original sin.” This 
prayer was said with fervor by prince, nobleman and peasant. 


Principal Devotions of Our Time 


And in our days! One would be blind not to see that the 
principal devotions of the present are the adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament and veneration of the Immaculate Conception. Enumerate, 
if you can, the Lourdes grottos, chapels, churches, cathedrals and 
beautiful shrines which have been dedicated to the Immaculate Mother 
of God within the last eighty years! Count all the congresses, expo- 
sitions, processions and adorations which tend to glorify the Most 
Blessed Sacrament! It may be objected that veneration of the Sacred 
Heart is the principal devotion of our time. But is not true veneration 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, devotion to the living, loving Heart of 
our Savior concealed in the Blessed Sacrament! Does not devotion 
to the Sacred Heart take the form of reparation for the injuries in- 
flicted upon the adorable Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist! And 
was it not from out the tabernacle that our Divine Savior appeared 
most often to His spouse, St. Margaret Mary, showing her His for- 
gotten,. outraged, loving Heart! 

We may assert without fear: the relation between the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Holy Eucharist is so 
intimate and necessary that the Eucharist without the Immaculate 
Conception is hardly imaginable. What is the Holy Eucharist? The 
catechism tells us it is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ under the forms of bread and wine. From whom did our Lord 
receive this Body and Blood? From the Blessed Virgin Mary. But 
would it be worthy of the Son of God, or would it even be possible, 
that He would assume flesh and blood which had at one time been 

. stained by sin? It is unthinkable! God was great enough, powerful 
enough and holy enough to create Mary, whom He chose for His 
ever-blessed Mother, pure and free from all sin, unsullied by ‘the 
original stain from the first moment of her conception. “Hail, full 
of grace!” the angel greeted her before she became the Mother of 
God! The grace of being the Mother of God was Mary’s greatest 
dignity, but indispensable as a preparatory grace for that sublime 
hour was the Immaculate Conception. Only as the immaculately 
conceived could she become the Virgin Mother of God. The Body 
and Blood which we adore truly present in the Blessed Eucharist pre- 
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supposes and demands the Immaculate Conception. Ah, what an 
intimate union between the mysteries of the Immaculate Conception 
and the Holy Eucharist! 

Let us study further this admirable relation. Jesus Christ is 
priest, high priest, Divine and eternal priest according to the order 
of Melchisedech. As such He must also have a holy and Divine lamb 
of sacrifice; this lamb of sacrifice is the Holy Eucharist, by which 
He offers His Flesh and Blood daily, yes, hourly in a mysterious 
manner. This Flesh and Blood was the flesh and blood of Mary, from 
whom the Holy Ghost prepared His lamb of sacrifice for the high 
priest; for this reason, too, it was imperative that Mary be. pure 
and immaculate. 

The Holy Eucharist and the Immaculate Conception are the great- 
est gifts of God’s love. The Immaculate Conception was an entirely 
unmerited grace, but for Mary alone; the Holy Eucharist, however, 
is the entirely unmerited love-gift of the Heart of Jesus for all. 

Finally, the Holy Eucharist and the Immaculate Conception are 
the two most imperceptible mysteries of faith here on earth; the one, 
as the other, incomprehensible to the human mind; the two most 
violently attacked and the most fervently believed, the most frequently 
slandered and the most highly honored and loved. 

Besides the interior relation, there is an exterior relation between 
these two wonderful mysteries of faith. The Holy Eucharist is a 
Sacrifice; and Mary reminds the priest at the altar that he must be 
pure to immolate the spotless Lamb. The Holy Eucharist is a Food: 
by the Immaculate Conception the Blessed Virgin Mary reminds all 
her children who approach the Holy Table that they should be pure 
in body and soul. Finally, the Holy Eucharist is the presence of God 
in our midst; and Mary is the model of adorers on the priedieu, 
drawing them to imitate her and become pure, very pure. Especially 
for adorers, is Mary in her Immaculate Conception exemplar, Mother 
and Queen. Mary is the most glorious work of the Most Blessed 
Trinity, which God has created for His own honor and glory. God 
wished to have at least one soul that would show angels and men 
how the creature must honor and adore its God in a worthy manner. 
Would this have been possible if Mary had been stained with sin 
for but a single moment? No! Mary is pure above all by her Im- 
maculate Conception, Therefore, Mary was the first true adorer of 
God on earth, she was the first adorer of Jesus, the Incarnate Word, 
but she was in a special manner the adorer of Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament during the last years of her life, of which tradition 
says there were fifteen. 








238 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The Living and Departed Aided by the 
Immaculate Mother of God 





t) N THE LIFE of St. Luitgarde it is related that the 
Duchess of Brabant, a daughter of King Philip of 
Brabant, lay dangerously ill. Knowing of the great 
holiness of Luitgarde, the sufferer implored her to 
intercede for her with God. Luitgarde fervently com- 
plied, but made known to the Duchess that it was the 
will of God that she should die. After her death, 
the Duchess appeared to the saint and revealed: 
“Through the grace of God and the intercession of 
Mary I have been released from the pains of purga- 
tory and received into heaven, because during life I loved the holy 
Virgin most tenderly.” 

Often the charity of having a Holy Mass offered for the suffering 
souls has been speedily rewarded by spiritual and temporal blessings. 
So grateful are the holy souls for the relief obtained for them that. 
they intercede most efficaciously for their benefactors. A devout per- 
son who had spent his youth in purity was in later years assailed by 
severe temptations against this holy virtue. With full confidence he 
turned to the protectress of pure souls, the Immaculate Mother of God, 
and through her intercession triumphed over the attacks of the evil 
spirit. Often he implored God through the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin to remove these troublesome temptations from him. God, 
however, permitted them to persist, no doubt to render the more glori- 
ous his reward for having preserved the precious virtue of holy chastity. 

One day, wearied by the constant battle, the good man felt inspired. 
to turn to the poor souls, that by their intercession he might be freed 
from these annoying temptations. He resolved to offer a novena of 
Holy Masses for them: the first three for those poor souls who during 
life had preserved their virginity stainless; the following three for 
those who like himself had to fight hard battles to preserve their purity, 
and the last three for those who had sinned against this holy virtue, 
but had by sincere repentance saved their souls and were now expiating 
their guilt in purgatory. 

After the first three Holy Masses he received wonderful assistance 
and experienced a remarkable decrease in the severity of the temp- 
tations, and by the time he had completed the novena of Masses for 
the relief of the departed, it seemed to him that the power of the 
tempter had been completely broken, and he was thereafter entirely 
freed from these evil suggestions. 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


By Dr. Thomas E. Purcell, K.S.G. 





SIS department is conducted with the hope of interesting 

the Catholic laity in a more thorough knowledge of their 
, religion, in harmony with the Holy Father’s oft-repeated 
A call to the laity for Catholic Action. My thought in these 
articles is to discuss briefly the teachings, institutions 
and beliefs of our Church which are most misunderstood 
by our separated brethren and about which they are 
curious and misinformed, at the same time incorporating 
enough to give uninformed Catholics a starting point if 
they desire to enter more deeply into the subject. The articles I write 
will dwell upon the things not understood by the non-Catholic and in 
a feeble way will try to encourage the ordinary Catholic layman to 
become interested in the study of his religion, for his own good as 
well as for that of his neighbor, who in the great majority of cases 
is honest in his desire to know God, and needs help. 

The Church today is suffering because of conventional history 
setting out things that are not true. I am not blaming the historians — 
I am blaming the Catholics for not having them corrected. We should 
not allow a misstatement to go unchallenged, and that is what has 
been allowed to happen. All the Church wants is the truth, and we 
must see that the public gets the truth. Those who study and learn 
the truth cannot help but be inspired at the unity, the apostolicity, 
the holiness and the universality of the Catholic Church. Even Lord 
McCauley, the English Protestant historian, wrote: — ‘There is not 
and there never was on this earth a work of human polity so well 
deserving of examination as the Roman Catholic Church. The history 
of the Church joins together two great ages of human civilization. 
No other institution is left standing which carries the mind back to 
the times when the smoke of sacrifice rose from the Pantheon and 
when leopards and tigers bounded in the Flavian amphitheatre. The 
proudest royal houses are but of yesterday when compared with the 
line of Supreme Pontiffs, and the line we trace back, in an unbroken 
series, from the Pope who crowned Napoleon in the 19th century to the 
Pope who crowned Pepin in the 8th, and far beyond the time of Pepin 
the august dynasty extends, until it is lost in the twilight of fable.” 
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The Dogma of the Immaculate Conception 

: N DECEMBER, 1854, Pope Pius IX issued Letters 
Apostolic, making a dogmatic definition of the doc- 
trine of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in which it is declared that “the doc- 
trine which holds that the Blessed Virgin Mary, at 
the first instant of her conception, by a singular 
privilege and grace of the omnipotent God, in virtue 
of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of mankind, 
was preserved free from all stain of original sin, 
has been revealed by God, and therefore should be 
firmly and constantly believed by the faithful.” 

The oft-repeated objection that this doctrine did not exist in the 
Church until it was defined is met by Dr. Bryant in his beautiful work 
on the Immaculate Conception: “There be some,” he says, “who ab- 
surdly affirm of any given doctrine that it did not exist before such 
and such a period, the date at which it was sol- 
Not a New 

Doctri emnly defined. The fallacy of such an asser- 

tion is sufficiently exposed by the following: 

The canon of the Sacred Scriptures was not defined until the Council 

of Hippo in the fourth century. Therefore, according to these men, 

the Sacred Scripture did not exist until then. Apply this rule to the 

doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, and to every other, and words 

need not be multiplied or wasted in vindication of the Church in 
every case” (Preface XIV). 

A learned writer puts it thus: “It is not permitted to other chil- 
dren to select a mother according to their good pleasure; but if this 
were granted to anyone, who would choose a slave for a mother when 
he might have a queen? If, then, the Son of God alone could select 
a mother according to His pleasure, it must be 





ye i" considered as certain that He would choose one 
ac 4 befitting a God. Might we not, without seem- 


ing presumptuous, bring the matter home to our- 

selves? If we were endowed with power to create our own mother, 

would we not make her the most perfect of humans, free from every 

taint of original sin? Could it be otherwise, then, that a pure and 

holy God would choose other than a pure and holy Mother? He knew 

not sin Himself, and in order to take of her flesh He must have created 
her without sin also.” \ 

What did the early Christians hold on this question? The liturgy 

of St. James the Apostle is quoted by St. Cyril of Jerusalem, A.D. 347. 
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In this the Blessed Virgin is called Most Holy, Immaculate Mother of 
God and Ever Virgin. The liturgy of St. Mark the Evangelist proclaims 
her Most Holy, Immaculate and Blessed Mother of God and Ever Vir- 


gin Mary. 


In the third century, St. Hippolytus calls her “Holy and 


Immaculate.” One could go on and on, but why? Those of our sep- 
arated brethren who understand the true meaning of the Immaculate 
Conception, namely, that the Blessed Virgin was born without original 
sin, scoff at us for our belief when they themselves say there is no 
original sin in anybody. — “Consistency thou art a jewel.” 





Unbroken Succession of Popes 
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Saved by Her Faithful Maid 


Concluded 





21 SEN you deny that Jesus Christ is God, for if you do not, 

* you must admit that as God He is almighty and can work 
fg, the miracle of transubstantiation. He can and does do it, 
as He clearly promised. The book which I have been 
reading says so beautifully: ‘The Most Holy Sacrament 
of the Altar is the Source of faith; it is the Centre of 
the Christian life, the spiritual Sun which illuminates 
and vivifies all things!’’’ Ann seemed transported out 
of herself; her face glowed with holy fervor as she spoke 
of this great Mystery'so dear to her heart. Mrs. Reinhard made no 
further comment, but shook her head from time to time to express 
her diffidence. 

“It is a great mystery which cannot be explained in a natural 
way; therefore we must accept it in faith. For this, the grace of 
God is necessary, because without grace one cannot have faith. In 
the Holy Eucharist our Lord has left us a remembrance of Himself. 
When we take leave of friends we love, do we not give them a part- 
ing gift— a book, a ring, a picture — something which will remind 
them often of us? Just so our dear Lord left us a remembrance of 
Himself when He was about to leave this world. He gave us His 
very own Self. Oh, it is the most glorious, the most joy-inspiring 
miracle — it is truly the Miracle of Love! Would we not be ungrateful 
if we made no return for this love?” 

Mrs. Reinhard felt strangely moved, in spite of her avowed aver- 
sion for religion. Perceiving that her words were having a good effect, 
the girl continued: “Oh, if all men but believed in this hidden God, 
the world would be transformed into a paradise. But alas! how many, 
many stand aloof, doubting, blaspheming — foolishly wrapped up in 
worldly pleasures — robbing themselves of the blessed happiness of 
being united with Eternal Love! Whoever with sinless heart receives 
the Divine Guest in the Most Holy Sacrament bears God within him- 
self, and enjoys a happiness, an interior peace which the world can 
neither give nor take away...O my dear, dear Mistress! Could I but 
obtain for you one ray of grace, that you might receive again the gift 
of Faith! that you might adore with me the sweet Bridegroom of our 
souls! I shall not cease to pray for you. I am sure there is still a 
little place in your heart which is not taken up with the pleasures 
and vanities of the world. This little place we shall consecrate to our 
Savior... A day will come when He will knock and beg admittance... 


New Tactics 
The shrewd mistress now undertook a different plan of ‘‘convert- 
ing’’ the dauntless maid. She interrupted Ann at her prayers and spoke 
to her about theatres, balls, and the gay social life of the city. On 
days when she knew Ann wished to go to church she always had 
some “urgent” work to be done, or found some pretext to go away 
so that Ann would have to remain at home till her return. She invited 


























TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 243 


her to the theatre, presented her with fashionable clothes and jewelry, 
and made flattering remarks about her beauty and talents. To all 
these arts of temptation Ann offered a passive resistance. She accepted 
the pretty clothes and adornments, but wore them only when she could 
not resist the persuasions of her mistress. Finally, when Mrs. Reinhard 
persisted in her attempts to deter her from going to church, Ann de- 
clared politely but decidedly that if she were not allowed to fulfill 
her religious obligations on Sundays and holy days she would be 
compelled to seek other employment. Mrs. Reinhard felt provoked to 
think she could not induce a young, healthy and attractive girl to take 
pleasure in worldly amusements, but thereafter no longer hindered 
her in her religious practices. Thus matters continued for some weeks, 
until, on the morning of the 8th of December, there was a new 
outburst on the part of Mrs. Reinhard. 

“Ann, you have stayed in church longer than ever today!”’ There 
was a ring of sharpness in Mrs. Reinhard’s voice. “If this continues, 
I suppose we shall have to do without you entirely on Sunday and 
holy day mornings...” 

“Pardon me, Mrs. Reinhard, but I went to confession and received 
Holy Communion, and.as the Blessed Sacrament is exposed today, I 
prayed a little longer than usual. But I shall make up the time.” 

“I do not mind about the work, but I was planning to give you 
a special treat today.” 

Ann looked at her inquiringly. ‘‘Yes, a very special treat. Mrs. 
Biller and I are going to the theatre this afternoon and I have pur- 
chased a ticket for you also. There is to be a brilliant performance, 
and I am sure you will enjoy it. It will do you good to relax a little. 
You must wear your new hat and dress and look your prettiest, for you 
are to sit with us in the parquet...” 

“Dear Mrs. Reinhard,” interrupted Ann, blushing with confusion, 
“it is very kind of you, but, truly, I cannot accept your invitation. 
Today is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and we are having 
exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament in the parish church. As I 
am free this afternoon, I intend to assist at Benediction and to spend 
as much time as I can in adoration... I am sorry to disappoint you, 
but I cannot, I dare not accept your invitation to attend a worldly — 
perhaps even sinful — amusement today.”’ 

“O you little saint! You call the theatre a sinful amusement? 
Then according to your prudish ideas no amusements whatever are al- 
lowed. Just pray, pray, and go to church...” 

“T did not say it is forbidden to enjoy oneself; but please do not 
draw me into this kind of amusement... I should like to invite you 
to come to church with me instead. Won’t you come? I am sure 
you will like it—-the church is decorated so beautifully and the ser- 
vices are so inspiring. Oh, I should be so glad if you would come with 
me, because... because...I must tell you, dear Mrs. Reinhard, 
that since early morning I have felt the strangest forebodings in your 
regard, as if something were going to happen to you... Please do not 
go to the theatre, but come to church with me instead.” 

“O you silly child, as if your idle imaginings could frighten me! 
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Go, then, to your church, if you can’t tear yourself away even for a 
few hours of innocent amusement, but I shall have my afternoon’s 
pleasure as I have planned.” 


The Tragedy of the Ring Theatre 


The last notes of the Benediction hymns had died away, and a 
strange sadness took possession of Ann’s heart as the radiant Host was 
once more concealed behind the curtains of the tabernacle. “Oh! how 
happy are those souls,’’ she thought, “who can spend their lives in 
adoration! Already here on earth they enjoy a foretaste of the bliss 
of heaven!’ Her hours before the Blessed Sacrament had passed all 
too quickly, and now, though the people had all left, she still could 
not tear herself away from the Tabernacle. Nor could she quiet the 
inexplicable anxiety which she felt concerning her mistress. Again 
and again during the afternoon, and now once more before leaving, 
she recommended her mistress to the care of the Good Shepherd. 

When, toward evening, she finally returned home, she found that 
Mr. and Mrs. Reinhard and the other servants were away, and she was 
left alone in the great silent house. She opened a book and tried to 
read, but could not concentrate her thoughts. The rush of footsteps 
and a confusion of voices sounded in her ears, but on looking out of 
the window she found that the street was deserted. Again she took 
up her book, feeling strangely depressed. Then she seemed to hear a 
ery of distress —a cry from her mistress. She knew it was only im- 
agination — but why these strange fears? Could Mrs. Reinhard really 
be in danger? The next moment the door was pushed violently open, 
and Mr. Reinhard, flushed and breathless, exclaimed: “Is my wife 
at home?” 

“No, sir, she has not yet returned from the theatre.” 

“Heaven help us, the Ring Theatre* is on fire!” he gasped, and 
hurried off to the scene of the disaster. Ann’s first impulse was 
to hasten after Mr. Reinhard, but she checked herself, reflecting that 
she would be powerless to do anything amid the confusion of the crowd. 
Clasping her rosary in her trembling fingers, she knelt before her little 
statue of the Immaculate Virgin and prayed with all the fervor of her 
heart for her mistress and for all the poor victims of the fire. 

After some moments the door was again thrown open, and Mrs. 
Reinhard herself, stumbling rather than walking, entered. Without 
hat or coat, her hair unfastened and hanging down over her shoulders, 
her face pale as death, a vacant stare in her eyes, —she looked like 
one demented. With a heavy moan she sank to the floor in a Taint. 
Ann gently raised her and supported her head on her lap, while the 
housekeeper, who had returned a few moments before, rubbed her 
hands and applied cold water to her face. Presently Mrs. Reinhard 
opened her eyes, and with a terrified expression, cried, ‘“‘Where am I?” 
Again she relapsed into unconsciousness. They carried her to her 
room and sent for the physician. Meanwhile, in her delirium, the poor 
woman raved: “There! — There! — The red flame! It is coming 


*This occurred on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8, 1881. 
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closer... closer!’”” She shrank back as if to escape its horrors. “O 
God! it is the judgment! How the people scream and wrestle with one 
another! Mrs. Biller, where are you? —- Mrs. Biller!” 

Suddenly Mrs. Reinhard stared at Ann. A look of recognition 
stole into her wide open eyes. She raised herself up and cried: “I am 
saved! saved! O Ann, dear Ann, I owe it to you! It was your prayers 
that saved me— jit was truly a miracle! Today I have experienced 
the power of prayer. I will tell you more after I have rested a little. 
The fright has almost paralyzed me.” 

The physician arrived, and with him Mr. Reinhard. The latter 
sank down at his wife’s bedside and wept like a child. He had hastened 
to the Ring Theatre and found it a mass of flames. The fire depart- 
ments were making fruitless efforts to get the fire under control. 
Life-saving nets were stretched out and hundreds of persons jumped 
to safety. Others were brought down by means of ladders. Yet it 
was said there were still crowds of people in the galleries, so closely 
jammed together that they hindered each other from gaining the few 
exits still open. Amid all the turmoil, Mr. Reinhard searched desper- 
ately for his wife. He hoped she would appear on the terrace, or that 
he might find her among those who had been rescued, but in vain. 
At length, almost despairing, he returned home to inquire whether any 
word had come from her. Now; unnerved by the harrowing scene he 
had witnessed, he gave free vent to his emotion. 

After Mrs. Reinhard had somewhat recovered from the shock, she 
told how, toward the conclusion of the performance, flames had sud- 
denly burst forth from the rear of the stage, and the people, panic 
striken, had rushed toward the exits. In the confusion she had been 
separated from Mrs. Biller,;- who was swept onward by the crowd. 
Then she had climbed over a balustrade, and while men, women and 
children, in a jam, tried to gain an exit, she was led as if by an in- 
visible hand to a side hall, where she was refreshed by a breath of air. 
Soon one of the fire-men had appeared on a ladder and had carried 
her down to safety. Sinking on her knees, she had thanked God with 
uplifted hands, and had then managed to drag herself home, scarcely 
knowing what she was doing. Taking Ann’s hand in her own, Mrs. 
Reinhard continued, with choking voice: “See, this pious child has 
saved me — saved me, body and soul. Her prayers recommended me, 
unworthy one, to the mercy of God, and obtained this great grace for 
me... Yes, Ann, I should have heeded your premonition and have gone 
to church with you. In this terrible trial I have found my Faith again. 
Together we shall thank our dear Savior!’”’ She put her arms tenderly 
around the girl, who was weeping with emotion, and said: ‘You shall 
never leave me— my guardian angel! Your mother shall come and 
live with us, and you shall be as our own daughter!” 

The next club meeting at the home of Mrs. Reinhard found a very 
different spirit both in the hostess and among the guests. There was 
one vacant chair— that of Mrs. Biller— who had fallen a victim to 
the theatre tragedy. And the young girl who had been so severely 
criticized on the former occasion was now spoken of in terms which, 
had she heard, would have brought the blush of humility to her cheek. 





Angels Herald the Birth of Incarnate Love 
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Incarnate Love 





T is a cold, dark winter’s night. The streets of Bethlehem are 
crowded and all astir; for those of the house of David have 
come from all parts of the country to be enrolled according to the 
Emperor’s decree. From a cave near Bethlehem, which serves as a 
stable for animals, a bright ray of light emanates; the shuddering 
darkness of the cave is illuminated. A tender virgin is kneeling 
beside a crib, gently bending over it; near her is the venerable figure 
of a man. Behold, a Child is lying in the manger, and the virgin 
is its mother. 
How reverently the mother kneels in adoration! How deeply 
touched the man as he gazes admiringly upon the little Child! For 
this is Mary and Joseph, and their souls are filled with holy rever- 


Our Christmas Wish 
COORD 
May the Infant Jesus, from Bis Bostia Crib, 
bless each friend and benefactor of ‘Tabernacle and 


urgatorp,”” and grant to each the grace of a peaceful 
B v P 
happy Christmas and a blessed New Bear! 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





ence, joy and gratitude as they realize that their Lord and God is 
hidden in the form of that tiny Babe! It is the Son of God made 
man; it is God become man for love of us! What a sight! In 
the crib is a little straw which serves the Lord of heaven and earth 
as a bed. The tender members of His sacred body are wrapped 
in miserable swathing bands and are shivering with cold. 

O wonderful mystery of Divine mercy and love, who can com- 
prehend thee? He who reigns over heaven and earth is here cradled 
on a hard bed, in a straw-strewn manger. He who above is served 
by legions of angels, is warmed by the breath of animals in a wind- 
swept cave! And all this for love of man, for love of me! Qh, 
the immeasurable love of our Incarnate God! How can we repay 
Him for such an excess of love! The holy season of Advent is 
the time we should long for the birth of Jesus in. our hearts and 
prepare, by the practice of virtue, for His coming on the holy feast 
of His Nativity. 
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A Mother’s Exchange 


LL night the anxious mother had watched at the bed- 
side of her sick child, and now, as morning dawned, 
the little fever-racked form was at length wrapped 
in quiet sleep. Hope once more revived in the 
mother’s breast as she watched the quiet breathing 
of the little sleeper. Today would mark the crisis 
of his illness. Would the Infant Jesus come to take 
her darling, or would He restore to him that robust 
health which had been his ere this strange illness 

had seized him? The nurse insisted that the tired mother now take a 

few hours of rest, promising to awaken her should there be any change. 

It was the middle of November, and Mrs. Gray had been busy 
with her Christmas preparations when the sudden illness of little 
Donald, her only child, had banished from her heart the joyous antici- 
pations of that holy feast. The gifts which she had been preparing 
were lying just as she had left them in the large spare bedroom up- 
stairs. There was the bright red sweater, but half completed, which 
her loving hands were preparing for her little son——-and the red- 
topped boots which would be his delight when the spring thaw filled 
the streets with rushing rivulets. There, too, was the beautiful figure 
of the Infant Jesus in His manger and the adoring figures of Mary 
and Joseph, the woolly lambs and the ox and donkey, waiting to be 
arranged into a realistic little Bethlehem. 

A heavy snow had fallen during the night, and an early morning 
ealler at the Gray bungalow made his way with difficulty up the yet 
unshoveled walk. There was a heaviness in his step which bespoke 
the burden that lay on his heart. Good Father Morton, after some 
deliberation, had decided to make just one more appeal to the hearts 
of these generous benefactors in behalf of his poor little parish. A 
grave disaster had befallen... Fire had broken out in the basement 
where the Christmas things were stored, and the figures of the crib 
were charred and damaged beyond repair. Try as he would, he could 
not remove the dusky complexion from the features of St. Joseph, 
nor supply the one missing outstretched arm of the Infant Jesus, nor 
cover the cruel blemishes on the Blessed Virgin’s hands and face. 
What was to be done? Christmas would not be Christmas without 
some representation of Bethlehem’s crib, in which his simple parish- 
ioners always took so much delight. Poverty, both his own and, that 
of his flock, forbade him entertain any thought of replacing the figures 
with new ones, at least this Christmas when the times were so hard. 
There was but one ray of hope—the kind charity of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Gray, though he believed he had already imposed more than 
he ought on their benevolence. He was coming now to lay his case 
before the good lady. But when the housemaid explained to him the 
serious condition of little Donald and the fact that Mrs. Gray was only 
now resting after a strenuous, sleepless night, he dared not intrude. 
He confided to the maid, however, the purpose of his call. 
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The hours wore on, and again Donald tossed and moaned on his 
little bed. With grave mien the physician administered stimulants as 
the little pulse grew feebler and the dreaded crisis drew near. Mrs. 
Gray, unable to find relief in tears, knelt in prayer beside her dar- 
ling, pleading as only a mother can that God might spare her child — 
her only child. It was then an inspiration came to Mary, the faithful 
Irish maid. She beckoned her mistress into the spare bedroom, and 
acquainted her with the early morning visit of the pastor and the 
purpose for which he had called. Then, pointing to the figures of 
the yet unfinished crib, she said: “Sure, and why not make a bargain 
with the Infant Jesus? Promise Him that if He spares Donald you will 
give this crib to the church, or even a much finer one.’”’ To this pro- 
posal Mrs. Gray readily assented. 

Evening found the little patient in an unmistakable condition 
of improvement. The fever was subsiding, and though Donald was 
not sleeping, he lay quietly in his bed, and for the first time in 
many days asked for something to eat. The doctor marvelled at the 
swiftness of his convalescence during the ensuing weeks. With untold 
gratitude, the boy’s parents hastened to fulfil their promise. 


* 8 


It was Christmas eve. Father Morton had had a very busy day, 
preparing for the blessed Feast —so busy that he almost forgot his 
grief at the thought that there would be no crib in his little church 
this Christmas. How could he explain to his people the omission or 
bear the looks of disappointment which his announcement would call 
forth? Mrs. Gray, wishing to prepare a pleasant surprise for the 
good old pastor, had withheld from him the secret of the new crib, 
and, aided by faithful Rose, his housekeeper, had managed to have 
the crib and all its appurtenances delivered to the basement of the 
church without the pastor’s knowledge. Now, while Father Morton 
was taking his belated supper, loving hands were busily arranging 
the little Bethlehem in its accustomed place in the church. 

At length the hour for services arrived. Father Morton vested 
in the sacristy, and then prepared to enter the sanctuary, but could 
not resist the pleadings of the altar boys, that he enter the church 
from the rear, as he had done on previous occasions when the 
parish was commemorating some special festivity. As the doors 
swung open, a wondrous sight met the pastor’s eyes. There before 
the Blessed Virgin altar, a scene so realistic represented the first 
Holy Night that for a moment he believed himself to be dreaming. 
Soft strains of “Silent Night” filled the air, and the only lights in 
the church were those which illuminated the beautiful crib. Tears 
of joy streamed down his wrinkled cheeks as he reached the altar 
at last and commenced the Adorable Sacrifice which was to renew 
‘in a mystic manner the birth in time of the Son of God. 

In the front pew knelt a young man and woman, and between 
them was a chubby child with golden curls and deep blue eyes, his 
plump cheeks, like rosy apples, bearing witness to the robust health 
which the Infant Jesus had restored to him. 
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Be a Champion for Heaven! 





today! Salacious, atheistic papers are belched out of monster 

presses and flood the country, to the utter destruction of 

faith and morals. “Heaven and hell battle on paper,” ex- 
claimed the pious writer Alban Stolz. Yes, hell has its active agents 
in every city, town and hamlet. 

A noted preacher stood in his pulpit some years ago and cried 
out: “If I were the devil, I would not tempt you, as you perhaps think, 
to swear and blaspheme, to steal and commit acts which should not 
even be mentioned among Christians. No. I would not be so dumb. 
I would do what would make me sure of your ruin! If I were the 
devil, I would urge each one of you to subscribe to a bad paper, read 
a bad book or one against your Faith. Then I would not need to 
bother about you any longer. By this I should have won you for 
myself and for hell!” Won for the devil and for hell! How terrible! 

Since Satan’s agents are so active, let us be champions for heaven. 
Let us ourselves read Catholic papers and periodicals. It is necessary, 
in order to get the Catholic viewpoint on the vital problems of the 
present day. It is necessary, in order to strengthen our faith by be- 
coming well-instructed in its doctrines and practices. 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory” will bring instruction on the prin- 
cipal truths of our holy Faith into your home and into your life. It 
will teach you to seek Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, who is Life; to 
know Him better, who is Truth; and to follow Him more faithfully, 
who is the Way. It is the Holy Eucharist which must save the world! 
Anyone who is firmly anchored on this foundation of our Faith, the 
Holy Eucharist, will be a good citizen, a devout Catholic, and one day 
an inhabitant of heaven. Subscribe to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
and let the rays of light and love from the Most Blessed Sacrament 
enter your heart and home. 


Special Offer Till New Year 


The subscription price to this Eucharistic monthly is only $1.00 
@ year, or a 3-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR $2.00. Till New Year, 
1935, we make this special offer: — 

If you send $1.00 you will receive one year’s subscription to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” and an artistic Calendar for 1935, with 
an inspiring religious picture in beautifully blending colors, which 
later may be fittingly framed as a holy picture. Fasts and feasts 
clearly indicated. Ornamental as well as useful for the home. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde. Missouri 


| EVER was there a greater need of Catholic literature than 














nee 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 251 


{rittle frovers 
Christmas Contest 





INTER is here. The cold wind whistles and sends 
the snowflakes whirling through the air. How 
happy we are to see the pretty flakes settling down 
and covering everything with a beautiful white 
blanket. It means that Christmas will soon be here, 
and oh! what a happy feast that is for the little 
ones! It is the birthday of the Little Jesus, who 
left His bright throne in heaven and came down to 
our poor earth, to be our Brother and our Savior. 
He is the Heavenly Father’s gift to us, and it is 
in remembrance of this wonderful gift that we give and receive 
presents at Christmas time. 

But the cold north wind 
brings another message for the 
Little Lovers. It is: Hurry and 
get your contest letters fin- 
ished, for December 10th is not 
far away! The Little Lovers’ 
mail box is filling up with let- 
ters, and they are all so lovely, 
we are afraid it is going to be 
hard to decide which should 
have the prize. Surely the 
Heart of the little Infant must 
rejoice to see what beautiful 
lessons you are learning from 
Him! 

You will remember the con- 
ditions and rules of the contest: 

For the best letter on: Five 
Things a Child Should Learn 
from the Child Jesus in the 
Crib, we will give as a prize a 
beautiful statue of the Infant 








Jesus, with His Blessed Mother The Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph 
and St. Joseph. lovingly adore the new-born Savior. 
The five next best letters will 


receive honorable mention, and a medal and a booklet of devotions 
to the Infant Jesus will be sent to the writer of each. 
Write your name and address plainly at the end of your 
letter. 
Give your age, and the name of the school which you attend. 
Post your letter before midnight of December 10th. 
Address your letter in care of Department L. 
The prize winner will be announced in the February issue. 
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Servers of the Great King 
(Continued ) 


In our last issue, our altar boys learned seven points of good behavior 
which ought to be practiced by every boy who wishes to be a worthy server. 
Here are three more, which will bring the number up to ten. How many of 
the seven can you remember without first reading them over again? 





NOTHER very necessary virtue for an altar boy is. 
cleanliness. Jesus loves cleanliness. He wishes only 
pure white linen to be used on the altar. What 
would you think of a boy who came to the altar 
with his hair all tousled as if he had just gotten out 
of bed, his shoes muddy, his finger nails showing 
rims of mourning, and his surplice soiled and hang- 
ing to one side? Do you not think Jesus would be 

offended at his lack of neatness? An altar boy should be very tidy 

about his personal appearance. His hands and face should be well 
washed, his hair tidily combed, and his finger nails clean and neatly 
trimmed. His shoes and clothing should at least be clean, even though 
they may be mended. Never should a boy appear at the altar in torn 
or soiled clothing. His cassock and surplice should be neatly hung 
away after he has finished using them, or folded and laid in a drawer. 

He must also see that his surplice is washed from time to time, unless. 

there is someone else who attends to this. 

9. An altar boy must be courteous. Politeness is becoming to 
everyone, but especially to a boy who serves at the altar. If you were 
taken to see the President, how careful you would be to observe all 
the points of politeness which you had learned at home or at school. 
Do you think you ought to be less polite when speaking to a priest, 
who is the representative of Jesus Christ, or to your parents and 
teachers, who are also His representatives in your regard? 

10. Lastly, a good altar boy must be diligent. No one likes a. 
lazy boy. Think, again, of the dear Child Jesus at Nazareth, how 
He ran errands for His holy Mother, carried water and wood, and 
picked up the shavings in St. Joseph’s workshop. Often He was very 
tired after working all day; but He wished to teach us the important. 
lesson of labor. No one can become a good altar boy unless he is. 
diligent in saying his prayers, diligent in his studies, and diligent at. 
his work. He must also be diligent in rising at the proper time in: 
the morning, and being on time for church or school. 

The altar boy represents all the faithful at Holy Mass. When 
he answers the priest, he speaks in the name of the whole congrega- 
tion. Surely, then, he ought to apply himself to learn the Latin 
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prayers so well that he can pronounce each word clearly and without 
making any mistake. It does not matter if he does not remember just 
what all the words mean; he knows that they are sacred words and 
that they are addressed to Almighty God, and this is enough to make 


him fervent in practicing the prayers often. 


The Patron of Altar Boys 


When we read the lives of the saints, we learn how they loved 
the Blessed Sacrament and how fervent they were in serving Mass. 
St. John Berchmans, who lived from 1599 till 1621, has been named 
the patron of altar boys because of his great zeal in serving Holy 
Mass. When he was only seven years old, this saintly boy would daily 
leave home in the early morning hours and serve two, and sometimes 
even three, Holy Masses. When he was serving at the altar he was 
so modest and reverent that all who saw him were edified. But 
John was not trying to make a good impression on the people; he was 
only thinking of serving our dear Lord with as much fervor as he 
could. His innocent young heart burned with longing to give himself 
entirely to the service of God, and when only sixteen years old he was 
received into the Jesuit Order. Six years later he died, as he had 
lived, a model of every virtue, a mirror of all that is heavenly. His 
noblest trait was modesty; his greatest devotion was love for the 
Blessed Virgin Mary; his greatest joy was the Blessed Sacrament. 

Altar boys should imitate the example of their holy patron by 
trying to show great zeal for the service of God, by being very modest 
and reverent at the altar, and by trying to make themselves more and 
more worthy to serve the King of kings in the company of His holy 
angels. To be continued. 

VIRTUE FOR DECEMBER: Prepare a Crib for the Infant Jesus 
by offering up the following acts during Advent: — : 

Five boards for the little Do cheerfully five things which you 

manger: find hard. 
An armful of straw: 50 ejaculations, such as: “Sweet Child: 
Jesus, I love Thee,” or the one 
given for this month. 


A little pillow: Abstain from candy during Advent. 
A small white blanket: Do not whisper during school hours. 
Some swathing bands: 10 acts of charity toward your poorest 


school-mates. 
An ox and a donkey to 10 sacrifices and 
keep the Baby Jesus 10 acts of kindness toward those at 
warm: home. 
ASPIRATION: I thank Thee, O good Jesus, for coming down 
from heaven to be a sweet little Child for love of me. 














Christmas Greeting Cards > ° 


In buying Christmas cards, Catholics should show a preference for pictures = 
genuinely devotional. The two subjects on our greeting cards are not only + 
profoundly religious and inspiring, but also artistically beautiful in their execu- 
tion. (See inside back cover for description and prices.) 

Chicago: “I just received the package of beautiful Christmas cards, sy 
and I want to say I never expected that there were such “high class ;3™ 
art” Christmas cards to be had. If our Catholic people knew the value 
of them, you wouldn't have énough to fill orders.” A. W. 8S. 4 y { 


Connecticut: “I received the beautiful cards. No words of mine can 
describe their artistic beauty and religious sense.”’ Rev. W. B. 
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Special Christmas Offer 


(60 Booklets — $3.50) 





NLY a short time remains to avail yourself of our special Christ- 
mas offer of our entire collection of 60 inspiring and instructive 
booklets for only $3.50. This means a saving of $1.00 on the 

complete set. Many of our readers have enthusiastically employed 
this opportunity by ordering one or more sets, besides numerous copies 
of the booklets of devotion*to the Infant Jesus. Surely you can find 
no more acceptable Christmas gift than this library of booklets, whose 
contents will be a never-failing source of consolation, edification and 
instruction to the recipient — three things which are so much needed 
at the present time. If you wish, you may order the smaller sets, 
such as the various libraries, or any individual copies you may choose 
to offer as gifts. If desired, booklets will be made up in an attractive 
holiday package and sent directly to any given address, with greeting 
card bearing the sender’s name. 


Blessed Sacrament Library 
(12 booklets — 75¢) 


1. God Himself Our Sacrifice 7. Jesus, Joy of My Heart 
2. In the Splendor of the Morning 8. Jesus Loves Me 
Sun 9. Jesus Pleads for My Love 
3. Eucharistic Miracles 10. Jesus One with Me 
4. God with Us 11. Communicate Frequently and 
5. The Holy Eucharist, Our All Devoutly 
6. The Bread of Life 12. My Daily Visit 


(Numbers 1 to 6, 10¢ each; 7 to 12, 5¢ each.) 





Sacred Heart Library 


(7 booklets — 


. True “Ven. of: the Sacred Heart 
. Come, Let Us Adore 
. Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 


& we 


50¢) 

4. Six Discourses on Enthronement 
5. All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 
6..Guard of Honor & the Holy Hour 


7. Message of the Sacréd Heart 
(Numbers 1 to 4, 10¢ each; 5 & 6, 5¢-each; No. 7, 3 for 10¢.) 


Blessed Virgin Library 
(9 booklets — 65¢) 


. Devotion to Mary 

Mary, Mother of God 

. Under Mary's Mantle 

Mary, Our Mother 

. De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 


Web wh 


6. The Rosary, My Treasure 

7. Communion Devotions in Union 
with: Mary 

8. Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 

9. Mary's Seven Sorrows 


(Numbers 1 to 6, 10¢ each; 7, 8 & 9, 5¢ each.) 


Miscellaneous Subjects 


Devotion to the Most. Holy Trinity 

Devotion to the Holy Ghost 

Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix 

Devotion to the Holy Wounds 

The Message from Konnersreuth 

More Precious than Diamonds 

Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

Most Consoling for the Human Heart 
Vols. 1 & 2 

Words of Consolation for the Sick 

Go to Joseph 

St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 

St. Anthony the Wonderworker 

St. Gertrude the Great 

St. Teresa of the Child Jesus 

Words. of Our Lord to Benigna 
Consolata 


(Above booklets 10¢ each.) 


Message of the Sacred Heart 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory 


Little. Devotions to the Infant. Jesus 

Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague 

From Olivet to Calvary 

Devotion to the Holy Face 

Devotion to the Precious Blood 

Magnificence of the Love of God and 
Efficacy of Perfect Contrition 

Conformity to the Will of God 

Our Savior's Goodness 

Indulgenced Prayers & Aspirations 

Devotions to St. Joseph 

Good St. Ann 

St. Jude Thaddeus, Helper in Great 
Need, & St. Rita, Advocate of the 
Impossible 

All Ye Who Mourn 

The Jubilee Year of Redemption 


(Above booklets 5¢ each.) 


Holy Water in the Christian Home 
(Above borklets, 3 for 10¢) 








Prices given do not include postage. It will be a favor to us if 
remittance accompanies orders under $1.00. Reduction for quantities. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
Contents — December, 1934 


Ave, Immaculata! — The Catholic Belief in the Immaculate Con- 
ception — Belief in the Immaculate Conception through the Ages — 
The Land of the Immaculate Conception — The Artist of the Immacu- 
late Conception — The Blessed Sacrament and the Immaculate Con- 
ception — The Living and Departed Aided by the Immaculate Mother of 
God — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — The Dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception — Saved by her Faithful Maid — Incarnate Love — 
A Mother’s Exchange — Be a Champion for Heaven — Little Lovers. 

















Rosaries for Christmas 


(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences.) 





Imitation of precious stone beads on heavy sterling silver chain 

















Colors: light blue, pink or green $4.00 
Same beads on lighter chain 2.00 
Round cocoa beads on heavy German-silver chain, very strong 
Length 19 in. 2-inch nickel-bound cross 1.25 
Medium large beads of Irish horn, steel chain. Length 21 in. .... 1.00 
Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated chain 
with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 in. 1.00 
Strong rosary, with beads of “Job’s Tears.” Length 24 in. 2-inch 
nickel-bound cross 1.00 
Imitation stone beads on German-silver chain. Length 17 inches. 
Colors: Amber, amethyst, garnet, sapphire or crystal ........ .90 
Oval cocoa beads on white metal chain. Nickel-bound cross. 
Length 19 in. 50¢ 17 in. 25 
Cocoa beads on steel chain, one link between beads .............. -40 
Large or medium beads 25 








Christmas Greeting Cards (see page 254) 
HE original of this beautiful study was 


The made for our convent during the lifetime 
Angel Gabriel of Rev. Father Lukas of blessed memory, by 
at the Crib a saintly Redemptorist Lay-brother, Max 


Schmalzl. The artistic productions of this 
pious religious reflect the deep piety which animated his own soul. 
Patrons who have ordered these cards are delighted with the sweet 
expression of Our Blessed Mother’s face, but especially with the smiling 
Infant in the crib. 


HIS subject, painted by the Benedictine 


Beuronian Monks of Beuron, Germany, is likewise 
Nativity deeply religious and inspiring. The graceful 
Gr oup ornamentation of the Florentine School on 


the inside fold is especially appreciated by 
those who have an artistic taste. 


These attractive holiday folders are of cream linen finish parch- 
ment paper, French fold, with Baronial size envelopes (4% x 6% in.) 
to match. They are lithographed in five pastel shades and gold, which 
is equivalent to seven colors. You will find it difficult to obtain more 
beautiful cards at so reasonable a price. One dozen folders, with 
envelopes (six of each subject or twelve of either) — $1.00. For an 
additional charge of 25¢, names will be imprinted on inside fold. 
On orders of two dozen or over for the same person, name of person 
will be imprinted without charge. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





“That Tremendously Interesting Catholic Monthly” 


A gentleman from Pennsylvania writes: ‘‘Enclosed find $1.00 for 
renewal of my subscription to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ that tre- 
mendously interesting Catholic monthly, which I think should be a 
visitor twelve times a year to every Catholic home. May God bless 
all those priests and sisters who have anything to do with the publica- 
tion of this excellent paper. I’ve been a subscriber for not less than 
fifteen years, and if I should live fifteen years longer, it will still, 
with God’s help, be a regular visitor at my home. May God bless 
you abundantly and increase the subscription list to your popular 
monthly by the thousands, is the prayer of your devoted friend M.A.F.” 


“A Rare Source of Religious Inspiration” 


Michigan: “* ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ has spelled to me a rare 
source of religious inspiration. I very particularly enjoy seasonal 
liturgical explanations and the apt illustrations in the form of appeal- 
ing stories from the lives of God's holy ones, or moral laws, and the 
wondrous power of prayer and good works, very particularly for the 
poor souls in purgatory.” Mr. H.F.G. 


A Better Understanding of the Faith 


Illinois: ‘‘I have been a constant reader of ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’ for a number of years and only began to really understand what 
my Faith in the Catholic Church meant after I became a subscriber to 
this magazine. I love every number that comes and read it as soon as 
I get time, and then hand them to other poor people who cannot afford 
even one Catholic paper.” Mrs. H. W. X. 


Helpful to Converts 


Idaho: “I am cnclosing a money order to renew my sub- 
scription to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ This begins my 15th year 
as a subscriber. I am a convert and learn so much about our holy 
Faith from its pages.” Mrs. J.A.U. 


An Ideal Christmas Gift 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” will assuredly be appreciated by 
your friends as a Christmas gift. In these days of Study Clubs it has 
been enthusiastically hailed as a valuable source of information on 
the truths and practices of our holy religion. Again, it has brought 
balm to many hearts, new courage and hope to the depressed, during 
these world-wide, long continued critical times, because it teaches 
them to go to the Source of all Good, Jesus, our God in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is truly a “family” magazine, containing some- 
thing of interest and benefit to each member; it is a helper to teachers 
and pastors in imparting religious instruction. The subscription 
price is only $1.00 a year ($1.25 for Canada and foreign countries), 
or, at the present reduced rate, $2.00 for three years. The first num- 
ber will be sent as near Christmas as possible, with a greeting card 
bearing the sender’s name, announcing the gift, if desired. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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